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ByEdwardHamberger

andKurtNagle

While the Port of Oakland ex-
perienced its busiest and most
productive month ever in August,
handling more freight than at any
point in its 91-year history, the
free trade system that drives this
activity and the jobs it supports
remain threatened by public pol-
icy emanating in Washington.

Despite the commendable
progress in crafting a new trade
accord between Canada, Mexico
and the United States, volatility
surrounding international trade
is still intense, particularly as it
relates to China.

Actions should be taken to re-
duce the trade imbalance be-
tween the U.S. and China —
meaning that we address the fact
that we import more than we ex-
port to the Asian nation. And the
continued theft of U.S. intellec-
tual property is certainly prob-
lematic.

But the blunt use of tar-
iffs remains a risky strategy. In
many ways, heightened tensions
threaten the healthiest U.S. econ-
omy since the Great Recession.

Friction abroad also obfus-
cates a key point that responsi-
ble leaders everywhere must con-
tinue to champion: Trade is good
for American workers and our
national economy. Put simply, a
trade war that expands govern-
ment intrusion into the private
market reduces our international

competitiveness, costs American
jobs, and creates higher prices
and fewer choices for consumers.

The continued growth at the
Port of Oakland, which provides
jobs and market access to the re-
gion, is proof that trade between
nations, unencumbered by tariffs
— essentially new taxes — yields
immense gains. Consumers ben-
efit as much as California manu-
facturers and farmers, who main-
tain a channel to compete abroad.

For future prosperity and the
ability to continue to move goods
efficiently, federal policymakers
must recognize that a protracted
trade war will do more harm
than good. This starts with un-
derstanding the value of trade to
key sectors that directly and indi-
rectly employ millions, chiefly the
seaport and private freight rail
sectors we represent.

The cargo activity through U.S.
ports supports a staggering 23
million American jobs, and every
$1 billion worth of export goods
shipped through U.S. seaports
creates 15,000 jobs.

In total, U.S. seaports han-
dle over 2 billion tons of cargo
annually, including food, cloth-
ing, medicine, fuel, raw materi-
als, components, building mate-
rials, electronics and toys. This
cargo also includes exports of U.S.
manufactured goods and agricul-
tural products grown by Ameri-
can farmers.

Freight railroads, also essen-
tial to the flow of goods, conserva-
tively estimate that international

trade accounts for more than 40
percent of rail traffic. The sus-
tained movement of goods via rail
reduces highway congestion, pro-
vides environmental benefits and
supports some 1.5 million jobs.

Tariffs, however, threaten our
viability and that of our diverse
customers.

Walmart has already signaled
it will have to raise prices on con-
sumers, and a new study from
the Tax Foundation shows that a
new round of tariffs will cost the
United States at least 94,000 jobs.
Economists across the globe re-
main cautiously optimistic about
continued growth, but cite trade
tensions as the single largest
threat to future prosperity.

To sustain economic growth,
we encourage leaders in Washing-
ton to consider the economic and
employment impact on seaports,
rail hubs and their surrounding
communities prior to imposing
trade sanctions on imports from
other nations.

Ideally, our leaders can now
more fully band together with
Canada and Mexico to formulate
a comprehensive trade agenda,
which recognizes the benefits of
reciprocal international trade lib-
eralization on a fair and equita-
ble basis.

Edward Hamberger is president
and CEO of the Association
of American Railroads. Kurt
Nagle is president and CEO of
the American Association of
Port Authorities.
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Tariffs hurt the Port of Oakland
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A vote for Bauer-Kahan
is a vote for better roads

There’s no sugarcoating it —
our roads simply stink.

When I drive on Interstate
680 and I-580, I see cracks and
potholes that cause not just a
bumpier ride but a more costly,
dangerous one.

Our Assembly member, Cath-
arine Baker, would rather say
‘no’ than solve the problem. She
voted against the state’s road re-
pair funding plan last year and
her inaction cost the Tri-Val-
ley millions of dollars of invest-
ments — dollars that could be
fixing our roads right now.

Her challenger, Rebecca
Bauer-Kahan, has pledged to fo-
cus on bringing road repair dol-
lars back to our community and
prioritize transit projects like
connecting ACE to BART to en-
sure Livermore has a rail con-
nection to the rest of the Bay
Area. A vote for Bauer-Kahan is
a vote for better roads.

— Olivia Vanier, San Ramon

New proposal makes
nuclear war more likely

Donald Trump said he doesn’t
understand why we have nuclear
weapons if we can’t use them.

The administration’s fiscal
2019 budget took a step in that
direction by proposing to create
a warhead more likely to be used
in war: a low-yield nuclear vari-
ant to sit atop Trident D5 mis-
siles. Trump says it will make a
U.S. strike more “credible.” The
smaller-yield weapon will not be
distinguishable from high-yield
ones, thus lowering the thresh-
old for nuclear use and making
nuclear war more likely.

A bill introduced by Reps.
Smith, Lieu, Garamendi and Blu-
menauer called Hold the LYNE

(Low-Yield Nuclear Explosive)
Act, HR 6840, would prohibit
funds for research, development,
production or deployment of this
warhead.

You can prevent nuclear war:
Call your congressperson to urge
co-sponsoring the bill or send
email, or attend a town hall. For
more information, go to trival-
leycares.org.

— Jo Ann Frisch, Pleasanton

New fees will encourage
carbon-generated power

Re: “Customers who seek al-
ternative power providers face
new fees after state PUC vote”
(Eastbaytimes.com, Oct. 11):

I am very opposed to exit fees
for alternative power from East
Bay Community Energy.

This is not acceptable. If I stop
buying food at Safeway and buy

at Walmart instead, I do not pay
an extra fee to Safeway to do so.

In addition, these fees will
motivate and cause many elec-
tricity consumers to buy carbon-
generated power and increase
global warming.

I want the PUC to reverse this
decision.

— Carl Tilchen, Dublin

Spend fuel taxes only on
infrastructure for vehicles

Opponents to Proposition 6
seem determined to fight dirty.
Prop. 6 should be titled “elimi-
nate the gas tax,” but the poli-
ticians in Sacramento that are
determined to dig deeper into
our wallets distort the title by
calling it the “attack on bridge
and road safety.”

If the existing gas tax had
been used strictly for what it
was collected for, we would have
better roads and bridges. The
new tax put into effect this year
earmarks gas tax dollars not
only for bridges and roads but
for mass transit and other uses.
Taxes on fuel should only be
used for the infrastructure that
support vehicle use. I guess the
California politicians are wor-
ried about California not claim-
ing its rightful place as the high-
est-taxed state in the country.

— Robert Hoag, Concord
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Even Walnut Creek, the shop-
ping and sales tax hub of Con-
tra Costa, faces financial head-
winds because of rising pen-
sion costs.

But the City Council, unlike
many others, has made major
changes since the Great Reces-
sion to temper the impact and
prepare for what lies ahead.

The best council candi-
dates to keep Walnut Creek
on its path of fiscal responsi-
bility, while con-
tinuing to provide
the services resi-
dents have come
to expect, are incumbent Cindy
Silva and Matt Francois, a land-
use attorney and city planning
commissioner.

Two seats are up this year on
the five-member council. Of the
five candidates, Silva and Fran-
cois are the most sophisticated
about the city’s budget. They
best understand the legal and
practical options that must be
overcome to better control the
city’s pension obligations.

They are appropriately trou-
bled by BART’s recent power
grab, using state legislation to
take planning authority away
from cities for land the transit
agency owns within a half-mile
of its stations. And they recog-
nize that rent control will only
exacerbate the region’s hous-
ing woes.

Candidate Spencer Dress
might be a fine councilman
someday, but he needs more
grounding, perhaps starting
with serving on a city commit-
tee or commission. And Re-
becca Byrd was factually con-
fused in some of her answers.

Finally, there is the fifth can-
didate, Iman Novin, a member
of the Planning Commission for
four years now. He’s well-versed
on many city issues. But there
are too many areas of concern.

First, there are questions of
where his loyalties would lie.
His strong support for BART’s
power grab is troubling, es-
pecially given that the transit
agency is one of his professional
clients.

Novin owns a real estate in-
vestment, development and
property management firm in
Walnut Creek that has already
presented legal conflicts for
him as a member of the Plan-
ning Commission and would

likely present the same prob-
lems for him on the City Coun-
cil.

Then there’s the issue of his
residency, about which he was
at first inappropriately indig-
nant given the legitimate ques-
tions about his actions.

Novin has been registered to
vote within the city limits since
he’s been on the Planning Com-
mission. But he and his wife
own a house in unincorporated

Walnut Creek.
They have

not claimed for
county prop-

erty tax purposes that they live
there. However, on a March ap-
plication for a seat on the Con-
tra Costa Local Agency Forma-
tion Commission, he made a
point of saying he lived there.

Novin now says he made a
mistake, that he shouldn’t have
claimed to have lived outside
the city limits. “I wanted to
demonstrate that I’m aware of
LAFCO issues,” he said.
LAFCO’s responsibilities in-
clude consideration of annexa-
tion of unincorporated areas.

It wasn’t the first time he
had used the address in unin-
corporated Walnut Creek on
a county application. Late last
year, he did so when he applied
for seats on the county’s Afford-
able Housing Finance Commit-
tee and the Council on Home-
lessness.

If he lives in the city, then
misleading the county to try to
gain a seat on LAFCO is inex-
cusable. The ends do not justify
the means. And if he lives in
unincorporated Walnut Creek,
then he isn’t eligible to serve
on the Planning Commission
or the City Council. Either way,
this is troubling, and merits a
full city investigation.

Meanwhile, our endorsement
of Silva is made with recogni-
tion of hers and then-Council-
man Bob Simmons’ question-
able meeting with the city at-
torney during a 2013 personnel
investigation. We declined to
endorse Simmons two years
ago after he was evasive in his
answers to questions about that
meeting. In contrast, Silva has
been forthcoming, and we are
satisfied with her responses.

Silva and Francois are, by
far, the best candidates in the
Nov.6 election.

Editorial

Silva, Francois the
best Walnut Creek
council candidates

Finally, there are grown-ups
at the helm of Kensington’s Po-
lice Protection and Community
Services District.

Voters in the town should
keep them there by re-electing
Director Rachelle Sherris-Watt;
electing software developer
Christopher Deppe, who was
appointed about a
year ago to a board
vacancy, to a full
term; and choosing
financial adviser Mike Logan
for the third seat on the Nov. 6
ballot.

It took years to oust the dys-
functional former board major-
ity that presided over scandals,
mismanagement of town fi-
nances, intimidation of dissent-
ing board members, systemic
secrecy and police retaliation
against residents who speak up.

The new board majority of
the past two years has brought
in a new administrator, a for-
mer city manager who has run
the district like a professional
organization.

Finally, the district has a five-
year financial forecast. There
is honest and open discussion
about serious unfunded liabil-
ities for workers’ retirement
plans. Conversation at board
meetings is civil. The district
has raised enough money to
earthquake retrofit the commu-

nity center. And
no cops have lost
their guns during
encounters with

prostitutes in Nevada.
It’s hard to imagine that

Kensington residents would
want to return to the chaos of
just a few years ago. Yet there’s
a slate of three other candidates
aligned with the leaders of the
past. They didn’t even bother
to show up to answer our ques-
tions about their candidacies.

This shouldn’t be a close
call for voters. Sherris-Watt,
Deppe and Logan are the can-
didates for voters who want to
keep moving forward and leave
Kensington’s troubled past be-
hind.

Don’t let Kensington
regress to the past
days of dysfunction
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For a complete list-
ing of our endorse-
ments for the Nov. 6
election, go to
eastbaytimes.com/
endorsements.
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